Catholic Action SUMMER 2022- Newsletter

Sharing the Good News
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St. Ignatius & Catholic Action Volunteers welcome
Ukrainians to Canada – The Holy Spirit in Collaboration

Dear Friends,
As many of you know, the Ignatian
Spirituality Centre (EX Villa Saint-Martin),
9451 Gouin O., re-opened its doors on
Thursday, June 16th to welcome Ukrainians,
fleeing the war.
The Ignatian Spirituality Centre team,
Catholic Action, the Red Cross and other 3rd
party government groups have collaborated to
ensure these short-term guests feel welcomed,
and safe.
Imagine the sound of thunder or a routine fire
drill siren and the children reacting as if it
were bombs or a warning of a bombing. It is a
very emotional event for them. That is a
reality that the parents have shared.
Our volunteer positions are complete now
thanks to you, our members and faith
community.
We will continue to update you as this project
continues.
jwong@catholicaction.ca
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Catholic Action Update …
Led by Visions Camp Director Julia Del Rosso, we ran a fantastic Day Camp allowing the Ukrainian
children to just be kids, something they were unable to do for quite some time.
The other animators included Zach Bruzzese, another diocesan camp animator, and Sebastian
Valasek, the Class of 22 Loyola High School valedictorian. We also had extra help from Norbert
Piche’s team of volunteers from the Jesuits Refugee service to support these outings.

Splash Park and Ice Cream

Making new friends on the way to the pool

Pace Project Farm
The kids got to
learn about and
feed chickens,
ducks, horses,
llama’s cows,
goats etc.
Minion Movie on a rainy day
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The Ukrainian Adults

We help the parents as they look for jobs, apartments,
and furniture. Baby strollers, car seats and the like
are necessary as they get established in their new
surroundings.
With the kids at Daycamp, the parents are free to go
to their bank and social insurance appointments.
Check out potential apartments. Often our Catholic
Action volunteers are the drivers to these newcomers.
They have a lot to do in a short time, but they are also
extremely grateful for the community we have built,
even if their stay is only 10 days to 2 weeks. They feel
safe and love the multicultural aspect of our city and
look forward to their children learning French.
Coming from a European environment, multiple
languages is very common.
Some are here as a stepping stone to another
province, most of them have a plan which is great.
We ask for your prayers in support of their success as
they establish themselves in Canada.

We were invited to talk about our work
with the Ukrainians, at Holy Name of Jesus
Parish. We enjoyed a fabulous celebration
of Christ with a vibrant church community.
They were very generous with a donation to
support our work.
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Collaborating for Single Mothers

A Collaboration of
Community
Thank you to The Pillars Trust Fund for
sponsoring this retreat. Thank you to Catholic
Action for bringing families in need of transport
to the retreat on their bus. Thank you to
Dominus Vobiscum Family Retreat Centre and to
our program leaders: Jackie Cere, Father
Anthony Atansi and Father Rob Brennan who
also served as our Chaplain.

Talitha Cere - Executive
Director Momentum
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Reducing Isolation

The minibus has been on the move to Camp Kinkora 6 times this summer. It has also
taken people to parks for picnics, to the Botanical Gardens, waterfronts, and other
Laurentian locations. There is so much gratitude with notes from the organizations
when they return. Our bus has carried members of Nazareth House, St. Columba
House, Avatil, Momentum, the Yellow Door. Without our bus, they could not afford
these outings.
There are many apple-picking trips coming up as well.
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Kingdom Mindset Please Join Us

When: Sept 15th, 2022, 7:00 PM
Eastern Time
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t
ZIvcequrz4jHtQur8PuPvavKjE2ItjWH_Pp

After registering, you will receive a confirmation
email containing information about joining the
meeting.
In the meantime, please join our Facebook group:
The Kingdom Mindset Community | Facebook
Or contact us via email:
mindsetkingdommtl@gmail.com
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Breaking Isolation – One Trip at a timeHow great it is to go out and enjoy our
city, a trip to a lake or simply have lunch
on a terrace with family and friends. Not
everyone can enjoy these simple
delights.
Catholic Action’s volunteers often use
their gifts of time and talent to bring
simple pleasures to those in
need. Our volunteer bus drivers bring joy
to seniors and other challenged groups by
using our 22-seater bus throughout the
year, breaking isolation with day trips. We offer different experiences to these underserved
communities would not be able to enjoy, without our bus and volunteers. Our bus is aging,
it is a 2009 and is costing us a lot in maintenance over the last few years, and we realize this
is not sustainable. We do not have the funds to keep up.
Please help us raise the funds to continue to serve this fantastic community that is
extremely grateful for these opportunities. Please share with your social media groups
and friends.
This summer alone our bus has carried members of Nazareth House, St. Columba House,
Avatil, Momentum, the Yellow Door. Without our bus, they could not afford these
outings.
Check out this short video to understand the impact this has on those we serve:
https://youtu.be/VpxY4j6A4yk PLEASE HELP US CONTINUE THIS SERVICE
Use the link below to get to our GoFundMe page to donate a tax-deductible gift to this very
important project. Please share this story on your social media to help us spread the word.
https://gofund.me/e9a866b4 Thank you, stay safe and God bless!
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Catholic Action “Expertise Pool” Openings

 Grant Search and writer: jwong@catholicaction.ca
 Clinical Counsellor for Ignatian Spirituality Project: jwong@catholicaction.ca
 Fundraising Committee Volunteer: jwong@catholicaction.ca
 Membership Drive Committee Volunteer: jwong@catholicaction.ca
 Centre Ste. Antoine needs drivers Wednesday mornings from 10:00 – 12:00 for
their meal delivery program jwong@catholicaction.ca
 One Voice Senior community needs drivers with a class B license to drive the

minibus to various outings which assist in breaking isolation

 ANY INQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT: JWONG@Catholicaction.ca
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Bible Trivia How well do you know your Patron Saints?

Bible Trivia Summer Edition

Do you know your Patron Saints?
1. The cathedral in Prague (Czech Republic) was named after the city's patron saint, who also
favours dancers. What is his name?
2. The buzz around this patron saint is clear; which saint is the patron of bees?
3. St. Thomas Aquinas, a major theologian, was known as the "Dumb Ox" and yet he was a
very learned man and even a Doctor of the Church. He is the patron of whom?
4. St. Blaise is the patron saint of diseases in what part of the body?
5. Which Gospel writer is the patron saint of lawyers?
6. This Biblical saint, who was kept quite busy during his lifetime, is the patron of two of the
world's largest countries: China and Canada. He is patron of Canada along with St. Anne, to
whom he is related by marriage.

Click below for the answers:
Bible Trivia – Catholic Action Montreal
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Late Sunday Mass- Continues to be on Hiatus

We will keep you posted on changes to
this initiative.
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Please help us – Join one of our committees

Your gifts would be welcomed as we begin out strategic journey. Please consider joining one of these
committees we are creating that will align with our strategic goals. Working with a board member, we
have these options that will allow you to “Use Your Gifts to Serve Your Neighbour”
Not sure you have what it takes? Give it a try and let the Holy Spirit do the rest as we
collaborate and inspire each other in service of Our Lord.

Membership – Calling and updating the membership list, sharing our message with other parishes and
organizations.
Fund raising – Building and implanting a fund-raising plan
Marketing/Branding – Using your creative gifts – help us establish and implement our marketing
and branding strategy.
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We are grateful for your spirit of com

The term ‘Charity’ is an old-fashioned notion often generating pity.
“We are a Catholic organization, and we don’t want pity, we want partners to do the
Lord’s work.”
Please consider Catholic Action in your annual charitable giving budget
NEW** we are now able to receive gifts of shares
Contact jwong@catholicaction.ca for more info

Help us to continue helping others in Jesus’ name.
God Bless!
https://catholicaction.ca/give/
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