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Sharing the Good News

A NOTE to Members
We hope you are enjoying the community stories about different
people in our faith community.
Do you have a story to share? Tell us about your parish or maybe a
project you are working on. Do you know a good Samaritan?
Drop us a line and we will gladly include it in our newsletter.
Stay safe and God Bless!

Meet Father Scott
Two Parishes, Two Languages, One Pastor

On September 1, Father
Timothy Scott, CSB
officially assumed
responsibility as pastor of
the English-language St.
Gabriel’s Catholic Church
and of the French-language
Église St Charles.
Serving as pastor of more
than one community comes
with its challenges, but this
appointment has the added
layer of being conducted in
two languages. “I had an
upcoming funeral that I
thought would be in
French, but when I checked I realized it was for a member of the English community. When the parishes are
sharing the same space and there is one secretary, I need to check in which language the service is to be held.
It keeps me on my toes,” he said. The two parishes stand side-by-side in Montreal, Auxiliary Bishop Alain
Faubert approached him about serving as pastor of both communities; he was appointed with a four-year
mandate. In September, parishioners of St. Gabriel’s were notified that their church would need to close due
to structural issues with renovations to be undertaken in the spring. In the meantime, both parishes are
celebrating Mass at St-Charles. “The English-speaking St. Gabriel’s community is a guest of St-Charles in this
arrangement,” said Father Scott. St. Gabriel celebrates Mass at 5 p.m. on Saturday in English and St-Charles
celebrates in French at 11 a.m. on Sunday. This allows for enough time in between to sanitize the pews due
to the pandemic. With the limited access to celebration of the Eucharist in person, their focus has been on
outreach to the community, which as Father says, is very poor. They have been calling to make sure people
have the basics and are well.
Father Scott has made it a point to meet with the other faith leaders in the community, the Polish church,
and the local Imam. It is important to him from a community perspective. With the uncertainly of the future
of St. Gabriel’s looming, Father has questions, can we repurpose the church for the needy, low-income
housing and a few other thoughts came to mind, however the issue of funding remains the key factor.
Father made the point that it is ultimately, the community’s decision.
Father took me on a brief tour of St. Charles. I was honored to share his “secret staircase”. What an
absolutely beautiful church. Sitting down with Father Scott, he is a soft spoken, pensive man. The
conversation was easy and questions were answered without hesitation but with a pause of reflection. He
was pleased with the progress that was being made with the two communities however the pandemic
slowed that positive momentum.
Excerpts from the Bazillion Fathers:
Two Parishes, Two Languages, One Pastor - Basilian Fathers

Sister Dianna continuing to serve her community

“How do you like working with Sister Dianna” I asked, Big smile and a deep breath, she’s great, I don’t know where she
gets all her energy. She is so organized, but you need to be sure to follow her rules”, said with laughing eyes.
When stepping into this role, one of the first things to do was to combine the food banks into a single service for people
in the neighbourhood. “Both communities have had a long history of service to the poor,” he said. The combined food
bank serves 200 families and plans are being made to distribute coupons to be exchanged for food hampers for about
400 families in the community. Pointe St-Charles is a working-class district of Montreal with a significant immigrant
population, so the needs are very great. Catholic Action spent time with Father Scott and then we went down the
street and visited with Sister Dianna and her team of volunteers as they prepared for their families coming to pick up.
The new Food Bank, at 2489 Centre St., is a project that serves both parish communities, which Sister Dianna oversees.
Her “high energy” style ensures her community is well taken care of. Catholic Action has worked on a few projects with
Sister Dianna and we are continually motivated by her commitment to her good works driven by her faith.

The Catholic Centre, Then and Now

The Catholic Centre is currently home to over twenty organizations; however, this was not the original
purpose of the building. In a time where Christianity, played a significant role in the day-to-day activities
of community the centre was key to many of them.
Elegant Edwardian living, the rustle of nurses’ starched uniforms, babies crying, telephones, typewriters,
computers – these are just some of the sights and sounds that have filled the rooms of the Catholic
Centre on St. Marc Street during the past 100 years.
Although the house has served Montreal’s English-speaking Catholic community since 1933, it was built
as a family home in 1889 by Mary Burns Johnston, the widow of a Scots merchant, and given "out of pure
love and affection" to her daughter-in-law, Agnes Grant Robertson.
This dignified building at the western edge of Montreal’s Golden Square Mile was designed by the
distinguished architects Hutchinson and Steele, who were also responsible for the Montreal City Hall
(1874), Redpath Museum (1880) and the Erskine-American United Church (1892). The Johnston house
was one of the first to be erected in what was then priests’ farm, a rural area owned by Les
Ecclesiastiques du Seminiare de St. Sulpice de Montreal. Their terms of sale required that no businesses
or quarry could exist on the land; a dwelling, of stone or brick, with a non-flammable roof (tin or
copper), was to be erected within two years; the land was to be fenced at the owner’s expense; and
trees were to be planted in front of the house.
Although the exterior of the house remains virtually unchanged today, the interior has been drastically
remodeled to accommodate offices and meeting rooms. Unfortunately, a fire at Montreal City Hall in
1922 destroyed the records of most houses built prior to that date, making it difficult to visualize the
original interior. Happily, the main wood-paneled staircase has been left untouched and a stained glass
window in the pre-Raphaelite style still remains between the first and second floor.
By 1921, Agnes Johnston, sold the house by public auction to the Montreal Convalescent Home. This
transaction allowed the group to move from its quarters on Overdale Avenue to the larger premises on
St. Marc. The new Home had a 33-bed capacity but by 1929 the number of patients cared for was 380
annually, all supported by donations, provincial grants and subscriptions. In 1931, having received
substantial financing from private donations, the Montreal General Hospital, the Kiwanis, and the City of
Montreal, land for a new building was purchased on Hudson Road. In 1933, the Montreal Convalescent
Home moved into its new premises, but remained the owners of the St. Marc mansion until 1947. At the
time of the move, the house was rented to St. Martha’s Home, one of the new institutions under the
recently formed Federation of Catholic Charities.
For the next 13 years, St. Martha’s Home provided emergency shelter, food and clothing for the
unemployed or working Catholic women unable to afford accommodation. 1935, 170 adults and 37
babies were cared for. By 1946, the need to accommodate unwed mothers and their babies had grown
drastically; the Home was caring for 676 adults and babies annually. The top floor served as a nursery for
both the babies born in the house and others awaiting foster homes or adoption.
With the change of ownership in 1947 came a new era. Although the house had gone from a private
residence to a public institution in 1921, structurally it had remained intact. The new owner, the
Federation of Catholic Charities, who purchased the house for $38,000 planned major changes from the

outset. Founded in 1930 in response to the needs of the English-speaking Catholic community, the FCC
was responsible for an annual campaign and provided financial help to a variety of volunteer associations
which provided family welfare service, childcare, employment, a men’s hostel and an unemployment relief
committee. Large, though the Johnston house was, it could not accommodate the space requirements of
this expanding organization. In 1948, an extension was built at the rear of the existing house, in 1951 and
1954, further modifications were carried out to the interior of the house; and in 1963, a five-storey
addition was constructed adjoining the previous extension.
With the introduction of Bill 65 in 1970, the government absorbed many of the family and childcare
services. In 1974, Centraide assumed the role of principal fund-raiser for numerous community groups;
as a result, the Federation of Catholic Community Services Inc. divided its operation into the Catholic
Community Services (CCS) and the Foundation of Catholic Community Services Inc. (FCCS).
The Foundation now administers the assets of the erstwhile Federation, including Camp Kinkora, Camp
Orelda-Marian, the buildings that house the St-Antoine 50+ Centre, and rents the Catholic Centre to a
variety of organizations and individuals that serve the English-speaking Catholic Community and the
greater Montreal community at large.
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When asked about the effect of covid on the centre, the current executive director Danny O’Shea says, “Covid has

definitely impacted our tenants, many of them have been working from home as much as possible and so the building is
very quiet most days. A few of the organizations that call the Catholic Centre home are considered essential; of note,
Face à face provides services directly to people who are homeless or at risk of becoming so. One of the key services
they provide is a fixed address for their clients to use as a mailing address for support cheques and important
correspondence. They have had to adapt several times to continue providing basic services to their user group while
respecting public health guidelines - There have been no cases of Covid in the building.
Are you concerned about lease renewals? “The litmus test will be this June, as we navigate the lease renewal process.
We have had two tenants leave for other reasons (retirement, staff moving across the country); marketing vacant units
in this environment would normally be challenging, but we have been blessed to have two new groups need space just
as we had space open up!”
ARTICLE WRITTEN ABOUT THE CATHOLIC CENTRE PUBLISHED IN THE CATHOLIC TIMES, MONTREAL IN OCTOBER 1989.
IT HAS BEEN EDITED TO BRING IT UP TO DATE History – The Catholic Centre (catholiccenter.ca)

A Prayer to Share

I Hear His Whisper . . .
I will give you faith.
You are not called to walk this road alone. I am with you. I want to pour out grace for each day of your
life. When you are weary and have trouble believing, don’t let the enemy torment you with guilt. Simply
come to me with your humble and contrite heart, and I will help you. Give yourself to me fully. Feast on
the truth of my Word, and I will fan the flames of faith.
If I did not expect that you would have moments when you would doubt, I wouldn’t have encouraged you
to have faith. Believing what you cannot see is not always easy. If it were, it would not require trust. It
would not require dependence on me. Faith pleases me—even faith that sometimes wavers but then runs to
me for grace. You are my treasure, my chosen one. Do you hear me whispering words of encouragement?
Lean into my presence. I will rescue you from the bondage of unbelief and fear. I will find you when you
feel lost. I will refresh you with hope and strengthen you. I freely give you the courage to believe again.
Come and receive.
Whispers written by Brian Simmons and Gretchen Rodriguez
Hebrews 11:6
The Passion Translation
Without faith living within us it would be impossible to please God. For we come to God in faith knowing
that he is real and that he rewards the faith of those who passionately seek him.

Community Update
Scalabrini Village Project – St. Rita’s is saved!
Before our partnerships to assist asylum seekers evolved, our very dear friend, Rosaria Monaco who was the
caretaker of St. Rita’s would meet with us weekly. We partnered with Rosaria before Welcome Collective was
open and used the church to store donated furniture to later be delivered to asylum seeker clients from Le Pont.
We would speak often of her concerns for the actual church since it was no longer in use. What would come of
it? Rosaria sent out this exciting email this month!

“What a joy, SHARE IT....
I’m thrilled to share with you that 'our' church at Santa Rita, Durham & Sauriol will not be demolished
and remains as a Cultural Heritage Site. The news is in the Courrier Ahuntsic newspaper says it will be of
the Scalabrinian Village Project to begin shortly.
Thanks to the Scalabrinian Congregation and Father Fugolo
45 years of 'our battles' dreams and prayers have brought results
THANKS to the intercession of Saint Rita and the Blessed Scalabrini and our perseverance...the lord has
listened to us.. “
Rosaria Monaco
For More info please click here: Centre Scalabrini de Montréal (esmtl.ca)

Catholic Action hosted the Lasalle D & D
50+ club’s “Get your green on sing along”.
There were over 50 participants, from as
far as Alabama and Vermont. Many of the
traditional songs from the Emerald Isle
were beautifully sung by Lisa Forget
accompanied by Terry Clahane.
Songs were sung, drinks were drunk, smiles
were broad, and chocolate Bailey’s was a
huge hit.

One Voice Update – Supporting English Speaking Seniors
Our One Voice Group is busy on many fronts. If you recall, this
group started with the English-Speaking Senior Centres, that were
partners with the Father Dowd Foundation. It was apparent, early
on, that there was no means for these important groups to share
their best practices, collaborate on innovation and collectively
represent the interests of the diverse and multicultural Englishspeaking seniors in the Greater Montreal region. At the behest of
the Father Dowd Foundation, Catholic Action partnered with
ESCC and Father Dowd to create the “One Voice” coalition to
serve the needs of the English-Speaking Senior.
The Covid environment highlighted the importance of the work of
this group. In the four years of our existence, the coalition, has
evolved and now includes groups like, Seniors Action Quebec, SASMAD, ARC, QCGN, CHSSN,
Concordia EngAGE and TIP-O-A from the Jewish General Hospital. This cross section of expertise,
coupled with the leadership of the centres themselves, has evolved to a powerhouse team working to
improve the inadequate service currently available to our English-speaking seniors. For example:
• Seniors Action Quebec has taken a leadership role and has hired someone to take the group to
the next level by creating a website of relevant information.
•

ESCC is collaborating with CHSSN to create a document regarding, “Access to Health and Social
Services” for English speaking seniors.

•

TIP-O-A offers professional training to volunteers to assist seniors with their mental health
issues. “Telehealth intervention to reduce isolation of older adults” TIP-OA | JGH News
(ciussswestcentral.ca)

•

How do we support the Fulford residence? Catholic Action is drafting a letter addressed to The
Right Reverend Mary Irwin-Gibson Bishop, Anglican Diocese of Montreal, who is the chairperson
of the Fulford board. While we believe we cannot impact the financial decision our letter will be
highlighting the need for consideration of the 21 remaining clients and “working towards
transition with dignity.” Once the One Voice group approves it, we will issue the letter. We are
fully prepared to assist with the process. In the past our members recall horror stories of
displacement with no regard to family members and community.

A representative of EngAGE, Concordia’s fresh take on aging, is also at the table. The Centre for
Research on Aging presents a panel of researchers and affiliates to explore where we've come, what
we've learned and where we're going one year into COVID-19. Use this link to register for this free
event Monday, April 12, 2021 - 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
https://www.concordia.ca/cuevents/main/2021/04/12/covid-19-aging-and-well-being-one-year-later.html
Stay tuned for more updates as the teams bring their results to the group.

Farewell Red Feather Forum

A history of Red Feather in Montreal, which was published in 1996, traces the Red Feather story
up to the 1974 landmark agreement that created Centraide. In 2015, an epilogue was added to
follow the final days of Red Feather to its closure, in 2002. It is the last chapter in a long and fruitful
history. Click here for a full history: Red Feather in Montreal (redfeathermontreal.ca)

Is English losing protection in Quebec?

The QCGN represents the minority English-speaking community of Quebec. Never has
it been more difficult to get answers on the genuinely concerning erosion of our minority
language rights. The QCGN has created a website worth investigating to understand the
current situation with the proposed modernisation of the Official Languages Act which
seems to preference the minority language French community outside of Quebec., largely
protecting French everywhere else in the country coupled with the Promised
strengthening of Bill 101 promised by the provincial government.” #OuiOurQuebec
Today CJAD News published the following article, “Why won’t the Quebec government
meet with the province’s most important Anglo group? “Top Government officials – most
notably Premier Francois Legault, who is also the minister responsible for relations with
English-speaking Quebecers are refusing to speak with the Quebec Community Groups
Network (QCGN),” President Marlene Jennings tells Elias Makos of CJAS news. Also not
returning her calls or replying to her emails are Simon Jolin-Barrette, the minister
responsible for the French language, and Christopher Skeete, parliamentary assistant to
the premier for relations with English-speaking Quebecers.
Click here: https://www.iheartradio.ca/cjad/audio/why-won-t-the-quebec-governmentmeet-with-the-province-s-most-important-anglo-group-1.14869823?mode=Article
Catholic Action sits at the table however the English-Speaking Catholic Council works
closely with QCGN to ensure the voice of the English-speaking Catholic community is
heard.
.

The English-Speaking Catholic Council

The Kingdom Mindset Community

Catholic Action and lay minister Adam Paterno hosted St. Edmund’s Faith Café
“Using scripture to navigate your fears and anxiety.”
Thank you to Jan Burchell of their Adult Faith Education ministry for the invitation.
Some comments left in the chat were appreciated.
“Thank you so much! Just talking about anxiety helps.”
“Thank you, very helpful on this time!”
“Talking is the key! Thank You”
“It was a great reminder of how much God loves us! Thank You”

Mental health is in the forefront more than ever with the limitations brought on by the Coronavirus.
Calming your anxiety with scripture can be helpful. COVID’s toll on our lives can be difficult to
navigate, which can add and increase your level of other anxiety. PLEASE JOIN US FOR PRAYER

SCRIPTURE AND SHARING

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcod-CqqjgqG9YLzsY6HHUKqQlaZ0z6w69n

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email to join the meeting.

Please consider joining our Facebook group. The Kingdom Mindset Community | Facebook

Bible Trivia – Holy Week Edition

1. Why is the Sunday before the resurrection called
Palm Sunday?

2. Which disciple cut off the ear of the high priest’s
servant to try and protect Jesus from being taken as a
prisoner?
3. We know that Judas was given 30 pieces of silver to
betray Jesus, but when he reconsidered his deed and
returned the money what did the priests do with it?
4. What did Pilate’s wife counsel him to do concerning
Jesus?
5. What was the inscription above the cross?
6. Which languages was it written in?
7. What happened in the Temple as a sign that the
death of Jesus had made way for the individual believer
to approach God?
8. When Jesus died there was darkness in the land.
How long did it last?

Bible Trivia – Catholic Action Montreal

Easter is an incredible Sunday where the
Church celebrates the resurrection of Jesus!
We pray that your Easter Sunday is filled
with joy and life as you and your church
family rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord
and Savior.
Blessings to you and your family
He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay. (Matthew 28:6)

The term ‘Charity’ is an old-fashioned notion often generating pity.
“We are a Catholic organization, and we don’t want pity, we want partners to do the
Lord’s work.”
Please consider Catholic Action in your annual charitable giving.
Help us to continue helping others in Jesus’ name.
God Bless!
https://catholicaction.ca/give/

Blessings to you and yours l!

